
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cleveland Blues Society Inc. 
 
  
Your Project Title: Blues Jam Program – Live Music Series 

Your Project Summary: Monthly musical collaborations. Jams are open to the public as an educational 

outreach to audiences at various public locations. Local musicians will gain an opportunity to collaborate, 

perform & entertainaudiences with classical and new original blues. New blues fans, music lovers & diverse 

cultural groups will be part of an exchange of artistic expression with musicians & audiences through 

performing Blues Music, an American musical Art Form of significant artistic and cultural influence. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: No 

Comment: This application states that they will host 12 free to the public jam sessions at 12 different 

locations through the county. Though that appears to be inviting, there is zero evidence or explanation 

pertaining who the artists will be to lead the jams and why, where the jams will take place and why, and 

how the community will engage within the jam along with how you will invite them into that space. It speaks 

to a diverse community ranging from identity to socioeconomic status, but speaks very little to who these 

people are in number or in detail. I do not question the capacity of the programming, but rather the lack of 

how the community both drives the programming and benefits from the programming. There is no public 

benefit made evident other than the possibility of being in the same place at the same time. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The Cleveland Blues Society is a vibrant organization reaching both urban and suburban 

audiences. Their application does show evidence throughout that the three funding criteria are met. I was 

particularly impressed with their plan for what they do but less impressed by their definition of community 

and by the fact that they are not planning to use these funds to cover any artist fees. Their budget, however, 

was clear and they can deliver on this ongoing program. I suggest they spend more time on the Narrative 

Q1 about defining their community. The answer provided does not respond to geography, identity or affinity. 

Based on content from other parts of the application, I’ve concluded that their audience consists of Jazz 

lovers from the city of Cleveland and its suburbs, but I shouldn’t have to figure that out. They should tell me 

that directly. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: While the application addressed each of the questions, each section lacked depth and 

specificity. It is difficult to tease from the narrative where these programs take place, who are the target 

audiences, and how it engages the greater community. Furthermore, I did not find the goals and method of 

tracking to be a convincing way to demonstrate impact. Perhaps incorporating greater anecdotal reactions 

to the jam nights could help make future applications more impactful and substantive. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I believe that this application somewhat meets the funding criteria. There were a few things that 

were unclear to me. The question about defining the community you will serve through these jam sessions 

was answered with a summary of the project logistics. I can only assume that your target community 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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consists of blues lovers, but the narrative doesn't really say that. The Organizational Overview says that 

your average attendance for a jam session is 160, but in your project goals section, you state that you hope 

to have an attendance of at least 100 at each event. It sounds like you already meet that goal. Maybe that 

goal should be revised to include increased memberships or a higher number of first-time attendees. The 

Blues Cruise looked like it was a huge success, so clearly, you are a beloved part of the Cleveland music 

community. You should tell that story more fully in future applications. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat meets public benefit. They are offering an arts experience in which 

many people can participate in their jam sessions. But their outreach would only reach people already 

engaged in the music scene. How do you reach out to further the public benefit beyond those already 

engaged? 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

